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BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE LIFE OF 
ALBERT CHARLES ENGLISH 
[By J. W. COLLINSON, F.R.G.S.] 
(Read by Commander N. M. Pixley before the Meeting 
of the Royal Historical Society of Queensland, 
May 25, 1961.) 
(With Introductory Notes) 
When I arrived at Samarai early in 1901, the 
British possession known as British New Guinea had 
become part of the Australian Commonwealth, (estab-
lished on January 1 of that year) and during my seven 
years' sojourn it completed the change-over from 
Imperial administration as "British New Guinea" to 
become the "Territory of Papua." 
In 1902, Lieut.-Governor Sir George Le Hunte, 
the last of the Imperial appointees, was succeeded, 
respectively, by Judge Robinson (1903), and Capt. J. T. 
Barton (1903-1907). 
This was a transition period, which culminated in 
the report of a Royal Commission of enquiry in 1906 
and the passing through the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment of the Papua Act. I was away from Samarai on 
three months' leave from Burns Philp & Co. at the time 
the sittings of the Royal Commission took place at 
Samarai. One other notable event, the murder of 
Chalmers and Tomkins at Goaribari in 1901 took 
place when I was at Tamata from March to June 1901. 
The unfortunate sequel to the murder, based on a lofty 
sentiment (the recovery of the skulls of the murdered 
missionaries) by the Acting Administrator, Chris. 
Robinson, was his suicide in 1903, and was in a great 
measure remote from the life in Samarai. The same 
applies to the events of the Barton administration and 
the strained relations of the leading members of the 
Council at Port Moresby. I cherish the remembrance 
of my meeting with Governor Le Hunte, and later with 
Christopher Stansfield Robinson. 
The decision of the Commonwealth Government to 
appoint Australians to the Administration, excluded 
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the Treasurer, D. Ballantyne, and the Secretary, 
Anthony Musgrave, from further advancement. 
After the passing of the Commonwealth Legisla-
tion the controversies which had arisen between 
Barton, Ballantyne, and Musgrave at about the time 
that Hubert Murray was appointed Judicial Adviser, 
were brought to an end, but the reconstruction of the 
official positions entaile(i the loss of many experienced 
old-time men, amongst whom was Albert Charles 
English. His term of service had extended over 17J 
years, but in his case it was unavoidable as his trading 
and plantation interests were inconsistent with his 
service as a Government officer. 
In the compilation of these memoirs of A. C. 
English I have found it necessary to recount my own 
part in the subject, and the events which had preceded 
in the stages of development prior to my own arrival 
at Samarai on February 24, 1901. 
First in this summary is the annexation of 
Hoisting of the Flag, Port Moresby, April 4, 1883. Present in this 
valuable historic photograph are: 
1. Frank Walsh, Grazier, visitor from Thursday Island; 2. Water 
Police Constable from Thursday Island; 3. Andrew Goldie, Pioneer store-
keeper of Port Moresby; 4. Paramount Chief of Port Moresby; 5. Water 
Police Constable Warren, ex-man-o-war sailor, first class rifle shot, unable 
to swim; 6. Coxswain of Water Police Crispin from Thursday Island; 
7. Henry Majoribanks Chester. Ex-Lieutenant H.M. Indian Navy, P.M. 
Thursday Island; 8. Revd. James Chalmers, Missionary of the London 
Missionary Society, explorer. Killed a few years later, by natives of 
Western Village. 
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British New Guinea by H. M. Chester in 1883.^i' This 
was carried out under instructions from the Premier 
of Queensland, but was disapproved by the Imperial 
Government. In the following year, however. Com-
modore Erskine was instructed to proceed to Port 
Moresby with five ships of the Australian Naval 
Station, and Mr. H. H. Romilly, Deputy Commissioner 
of the Western Pacific, was instructed to meet him 
there. Commodore Erskine left Sydney, and Mr. 
Romilly, who was at Cooktown, preceded him and, on 
his arrival at Port Moresby (having misread his 
instructions) Romilly hoisted the flag and declared the 
Protectorate. Erskine, who arrived later, decided to 
ignore this action, and repeated the ceremony, with 
all the dignity and impressiveness of a gathering of 
naval officers and civilians on the verandah of the 
mission house, which stood beside the village. The 
presence of five men-of-war, the firing of the royal 
salute, the naval bands, and the landing parties 
heightened the effect of the proceedings. 
The Protectorate and the period of suzerainty 
came to an end in 1888, when the Queen's sovereignty 
was declared on September 4, 1888 at Port Moresby, 
and the oath of office was taken by Dr. William 
MacGregor (later Sir William) as the first Adminis-
(1) On March 20, 1883, Chester, police magistrate at Thursday Island, 
received a telegram from Sir Thomas Mcllwraith, Premier of Queens-
land, instructing him to land on New Guinea soil, and plant the 
Union Jack upon it, taking possession in the name of Queen Victoria, 
of the whole Island, with the exception of the portion occupied by the 
Dutch. Abou.t the same time, the German armed corvette Carola had 
slipped quietly out of Sydney Harbour, and was racing to the same 
destination. Chester, aboard the Government Steamer Pearl, was 
only just in time to carry out the instruction. The Commander of the 
German corvette, who had received instructions to annex New 
Guinea to the German Empire in the name of the German Emperor, 
arrived to find the Union Jack floating proudly on the shore at Port 
Moresby, But it had been touch and go. The German ship had left 
on its mission on March 18, two days before Mcllwraith had wired to 
Chester and she was one of the swiftest ships in the German 
Navy.—Ed. 
(2) Sir William Macgregor (1846-1919) was appointed Administrator of 
British New Guinea in 1888. He had to deal with a warlike people 
divided into many tribes, and his greatest problem was to induce them 
to live together in reasonable amity. Although he was forced 
occasionally to make punitive expeditions, by the exercise of tact 
and perseverance McGregor eventually succeeded in bringing about a 
state of law and order. He did much exploration, not only along the 
coast but also into the interior. By 1892, the position was sufficiently 
settled to make possible the publication of a handbook of information 
for intending settlers in British New Guinea. He was appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor of British New Guinea in 1895. and retired fr«m 
this position in 1898. For his exploration work he was awarded the 
Founder ' s Medal of the Royal Geographical Society. Towards the end 
of 1909, MacGregor became Governor of Queensland. He retired as 
Governor in Ju ly 1914, and returned to Scotland to live. He died 
on July 3. 1919. He was created CM.G. in 1881, K.C.M.G. in 1889. 
C.B in 1897 and G.C.M.G. in 1907, and was made a Privv Councillor 
in 1914 He held the honorary degrees of D.Sc. Cambridge, an.l 
L.L.D. Aberdeen, Edinburgh, and Queensland.—Ed 
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trator and Lt.-Governor of the new Possession. 
At the time I landed at Samarai, Sir George Le 
Hunte was Governor, having succeeded Sir William 
MacGregor in 1898. On January 1, 1901 the Common-
wealth of Australia was inaugurated. Sir George 
Le Hunte continued his term as Governor till 1902, 
when he left to take up his appointment as Governor 
of South Australia. He was the last of the Imperial 
Government appointees. 
The Chief Judicial Officer, Mr. Chris. Robinson, 
had been already appointed to succeed and assumed 
the office of Lt.-Governor on the departure of Sir 
George Le Hunte. 
This Society has two valuable contributions on 
the early history of the Protectorate and the Imperial 
administration which will be found in the Society's 
journals, (Vol. IH. 405, and Vol. V. 371). 
New Guinea is the largest island in the world, 
though this title excludes Australia which now enjoys 
the title of a continent. 
Its discovery, the visits of navigators, and its 
subsequent history, have all been ably recorded, and 
further references are only made as incidents in the 
synopsis of the life of A. C. English. 
The annexation in 1883 — the hasty action of the 
Premier of Queensland — usurped the power of the 
Imperial Government and was disallowed, as previously 
mentioned. But the pressing need for considerations 
of defence, the lack of control over trading in pearl-
shell, beche-de-mer and copra along its coasts, possible 
exploitation of the natives, missionary expansion and 
above all, fear of German annexation, caused the 
Imperial Government to take definite action in the 
following year (1884).*^' 
It was soon apparent that more definite control 
was necessary, and in 1888 a further declaration was 
(3) Mcllwraith, whose coup d 'e ta t caused a sensation throughout the 
world, had had his attention drawn to an article in the German 
newspaper Allgemeine Zeitung, urging the German Government to 
annex and colonise New Guinea. This article, stated, inter alia, 
" . . . According to our opinion, it might be possible to create out of 
the island a German Java, a great trade and plantation colony, which 
would form a stately foundation stone for a German colonial Kingdom 
of the future . . . That other nations would not despise the colonisa-
tion of New Guinea if they were not too powerfully engaged elsewhere 
is well known. Captain Moresby even affirms, in the appendix to his 
book about the islands that it is for the English nation a duty to annex 
and colonise New Guinea. Perhaps we might, with quite the same 
right, affirm it is the duty of the German nation to take in hand the 
colonisation of New Guinea . "—Ed. 
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made of the Queen's suzerainty, and a Lieutenant-
Governor, assisted by an executive of three was 
appointed. The new possession was officially desig-
nated "British New Guinea." It was bounded on the 
west by Dutch New Guinea, and to the north by what 
was established, about the same time, as "(German 
New Guinea." 
German New Guinea comprised that portion of the 
main island between the borders of Dutch and British 
New Guinea and also included the islands of New 
Britain and New Ireland, and several smaller groups, 
e.g. The Bismarck Archipelago and the Northern 
Archipelago and the Northern Solomon Islands. 
In the war of 1914, the whole of this German 
Territory was taken by the Australian Naval and 
Military Expeditionary Force in September 1914. In 
subsequent adjustments made by the League of 
Nations this was made a Mandated Territory 
controlled by Australia as a trustee from the year 
1921. It will thus be seen that the present title "The 
Territory of i apua and New Guinea" for the area 
administered by the Commonwealth, refers to 
"Papua," a British possession, and to the territory 
once known as "German New Guinea," now a trustee-
ship under the United Nations, which succeeded the 
League of Nations when the latter was dissolved, in 
1946. 
BRITISH NEW GUINEA 
The First White Settlement 
In 1871 the London Missionary Society decided to 
extend its operations to New Guinea. Its first head-
quarters were at Somerset at the northern tip of 
Queensland and at Darnley Island in the north-east 
area of Torres Strait. So far this new country of New 
Guinea was almost totally unexplored and only bore 
evidence of the visits of the earlier navigators in the 
naming of some of its bays, capes, rivers, and moun-
tains. 
The pioneers of the Mission were the Revd. 
Samuel McFarlane and Revd. A. W. Murray. Mr. 
McFarlane left for England, leaving Mr. Murray in 
charge. During his absence, Mr. Murray established 
several missions on the mainland of New Guinea 
extending as far as Redscar Bay easterly. Capt. Nares 
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of H.M.S. Challenger rendered valuable help in supply-
ing assistance from his staff. (Captain John Moresby, 
in February 1873, found the Missionary at Redscar 
Bay on the verge of starvation). A few days after-
wards he discovered and named Port Moresby; the 
inner bay he named Fairfax Harbour. Later he met 
Mr. Murray and suggested that Port Moresby would 
be a suitable site for a head station, for the Mission. 
Murray made a trip of inspection an(i after McFarlane 
returned from England in 1874, and the Revd. 
Chalmers and his wife arrived from Raratonga, in the 
South Pacific, a site was selected and approved at Port 
Moresby, and the first European house was erected. 
Port Moresby, B.N.G. 
In the account of the establishment of the L.M.S. 
Mission at Port Moresby there does not seem to be any 
reference to a Mr. Andrew Goldie, yet about the same 
time he was trading on the coast. Later he made Port 
Moresby his trading post and built a capacious store 
there. In his journeys along the coast he claimed the 
discovery of Milport Harbour and Port Glasgow. He 
extendeci his trading trips as far as South Cape, In 
1878 he found traces of gold in the Laroki River but 
prospecting parties from Cairns and Sydney failed to 
make any payable discoveries. (Bevan gives a full 
account of his meeting with Goldie in 1883, details of 
his birth, and of his ten years in New Guinea.) 
Gradually traders extended their operations along 
the coast, principally in respect of pearl-shelling, 
beche-de-mer, and copra. 
The L.M.S. meanwhile extended its stations also 
as far as South Cape and Samarai. 
Much publicity was given to the comparatively 
unknown terrain of New Guinea, and this attracted the 
efforts of explorers and the formation of syndicates to 
exploit large tracts of land. The latter activity was 
frowned upon by the Imperial Government, prompted 
by public opinion on the Anti-Slavery question. 
One other factor that stimulated interest in New 
Guinea was its remarkable richness in animals, birds, 
and plants; leading collectors and museums in 
Australia, England, and Europe gave every encourage-
ment to the collection of specimens. Among these 
collectors in the field of natural history was Albert 
Charles English. 
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Memoirs of Albert Charles English 
The subject of these Memoirs — Albert Charles 
English — the son of Charles English and his wife 
Louise English (nee Allenton) was born in England in 
April 1864. He received a good education, and in his 
very early years became interested in natural history 
and gained experience in collecting specimens for 
museums and for private collections in England and on 
the continent of Europe. 
But more distant and romantic fields beckoned, 
and in 1881 at the age of 17 years, he decided to visit 
Australia. Being adventurous and enterprising, he 
decided to work his passage and arrived in Sydney by 
the S.S. "Norfolk" (2,027 tons) on April 5, 1881 just 
before his eighteenth birthday. 
He continued to collect for the museums in 
Europe for two years and established associations 
with the Australian Museum in Sydney, which con-
tinued for many years. It is not, however, until 1886 
that his name figures in the registers of the Australian 
Museum, and by that time he had been living in what 
was then the almost unknown land of Papua for some 
three years. In "Old Register — B" in the section 
devoted to "Birds," we may read the entries "A. C. 
English: New Guinea Nos. 9879-94; Nos. 10104-7; and 
Nos. 10112-15, schedules 2 and 9/1886." In passing, it 
may be noted that the Curator of Fishes recorded as 
late as January, 1933, nearly 50 years later, that A. C. 
English had forwar(3ed to Mr. Melbourne Ward, a 
number of fish specimens from which one new sub-
species had been described. (For those interested, the 
description was published in the "Records of the 
Australian Museum" No. XX 1938:230). 
In Port Moresby, New Guinea, on April 4, 1883, 
Mr. H. M. Chester, at the insistence of the Government 
of the self-governing British Colony of Queensland, 
had carried out the ceremony of annexation of the 
eastern half of New Guinea, but it was a futile gesture. 
The Imperial Government disavowed his action on 
July 2, 1883, and stated that it was null and void. This, 
hov^ever, was the signal for a violent upsurge of 
indignation in Australia, and, as mentioned previously, 
the matter was reviewed, and annexation of south east 
New Guinea, the Louisiades, etc. was resolved upon 
and, later, put into effect. 
Meanwhile, however, young A. C. English had 
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established himself on June 23, 1883 at Kerapura, not 
far from Port Moresby, and had made acquaintance 
with several of the local traders who doubtless included 
among the first: Andrew Goldie, who made Port 
Moresby his trading post; and the brothers Robert 
("the Sandalwood King") Hunter and George Hunter, 
both of whom had carried out trading operations with 
the natives along the coast since 1881. 
New Annexation Move 
The uproar in Australia at the disavowal of H. M. 
Chester's action led to a new move for annexation in 
1884, and after an abortive ceremony by H. H. Romilly 
on October 23, Commodore J. C. Erskine arrived at 
Port Moresby, with authority from the Imperial 
Government to perform the ceremony of hoisting the 
flag and declaring the territory a British Protectorate, 
and the annexation actually took place on November 6, 
1884. 
Mr. H. H. Romilly then became Acting Adminis-
trator for three months, pending the arrival of Major-
General (later Sir Peter) Scratchley. Some delay 
occurred, and Mr. Anthony Musgrave jnr., a nephew 
of the Governor of Queensland, was appointed as Asst. 
Administrator, till Sir Peter Scratchley arrived on 
August 4, 1885. Meanwhile a site for a town had been 
purchase(3, surveyed, and named East and West Gran-
ville, and a site for a Government House selected near 
the Mission House. 
Both Robert ("the Sandalwood King") and George 
Hunter had been appointed Native Protectors. With 
the illness of Sir Peter Scratchley and his subsequent 
death while on his voyage to Sydney (December 2, 
1885), Anthony Musgrave became acting Adminis-
trator, till the appointment of the Hon. John Douglas, 
who continued in the office till the arrival of Dr. (later 
Sir William) MacGregor who assumed the position of 
Administrator of the newly annexed possession of 
"British New Guinea." His commission was dated 
June 9, 1888, when he hoisted the flag of sovereignty 
and took the oath of office on September 4, 1888. Mr. 
English had, in the meantime, been joined by his 
cousin Mr. G. J. English, and a special report from 
Mr. Anthony Musgrave relates his arrival at Port 
Moresby in 1885-1886. 
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SIR WILLIAM MACGREGOR, G.C.M.G., C.B. 
End of Protectorate 
The arrival of Sir William MacGregor marked the 
end of the Protectorate in 1884 which, in the period of 
four years, had failed to establish any effective 
administration, or control the influx of vessels, trading 
for beche-de-mer and pearl-shell. 
In 1889, MacGregor's first official act was to 
divide the territory into districts in which he intended 
to place resident magistrates, and one of these posts at 
Rigo was placed in the hands of George Hunter as 
Government Agent. In a short time, Hunter was taken 
ill and, pending his recovery A. C. English was placed 
in temporary charge of the station (February 9, 1889). 
Hunter then died, and English took over as Govern-
ment Agent (June 16, 1890). In a short time, 
investigations proved that Mr. Hunter had been 
murdered, and Mr. English conducted a meritorious 
search for the culprits, and succeeded in arresting 
three men and two women as the guilty parties. They 
were tied up at the station which, during the night 
was surrounded by a number of natives who made a 
demonstration. Mr. English had secured reinforce-
ment from Port Moresby and had the prisoners taken 
there and tried. His action in this matter earned 
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warm commendation from the Government (Novem-
ber 3, 1890). 
In an endeavour to find access to the north-east 
coast Lieutenant-Governor MacGregor made several 
exploratory trips. Among others he left for Vanapa 
River and ascended that stream until he reached the 
summit of Mount Victoria where he could discern 
Mitre Rock at the mouth of the Mambare River. 
A. C. English accompanied Governor MacGregor 
on his trips to Mount Victoria and also to the South 
Cape, and he also made a trip to the Mambare River. 
Gold Discovered 
Gold had been first discovered in Sudest in 1887, 
but the rush proved a failure. The prospectors had 
then opened up finds at Bartle Bay, the Mambare 
River, and Yodda Valley and, in 1900, at Milne Bay. 
The only field which came under Mr. English's 
administration while Government Agent was that of 
Cloudy Bay in 1901, but here no gold was found except 
what was discovered by the prospectors Pryke and 
Klotz and, in a short time, the field was deserted. By 
the time Mr. English arrived, all necessity of a road to 
that field, which had been contemplated, had dis-
appeared. 
In 1896 Dr. MacGregor, accompanied by Mr. 
English, made an expedition to the Mambare River to 
endeavour to cross the territory from east to west. 
They followed in the path of the prospectors to the 
Yodda Valley, ascended Mount Victoria on its eastern 
slope, and, from there, reached Port Moresby, being 
the first white men to cross the territory overland. 
On February 10, 1900, English took charge of the 
Western Division in place of C. B. Murray, and handed 
over to Mr. Murray on his return on June 30, 1900. 
His cousin, G. F. English, had taken his place pro tern 
at Rigo, as Government Agent. 
Commonwealth Control 
In 1901, the Commonwealth of Australia succeeded 
to the control of British New Guinea which they pro-
ceeded to establish as a "territory of the Common-
wealth," but it was some few years before this was 
finally accomplished and the changeover entailed a 
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complete readjustment among the officers in charge of 
districts. Mr. English, on account of his planting and 
trading interests (which had been condoned by Sir 
William MacGregor) was ineligible for a Government 
position and so felt obliged to resign on March 4, 1907, 
after more than 17 years of service. Upon the accept-
ance of his resignation, he received the following letter 
from the Department of External Affairs of the Com-
monwealth of Australia dated March 13, 1907: 
"I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 4th March, tendering your resigna-
tion as an officer of the Papua Government Service, 
and to inform you that the resignation has been 
accepted. 
In conveying this intimation to you, I am directed 
by the Acting Prime Minister to thank you for your 
past services, and to state that he learns with 
pleasure that it is not your intention to leave the 
Territory, and that your experience and advice will, 
at all times, be at the disposal of the Government." 
In the years that followed, Mr. English with his 
cousin, G. J. English, concentrated his attention 
mainly upon his trading posts at Vata Rata, Borodobo, 
and Kapa Kapa, but maintained his keen interest in all 
aspects of natural history. 
Work on Tropical Plants 
He corresponded with various scientific bodies in 
the United States of America and elsewhere, on the 
growth of various tropical plants of economic import-
ance, including sisal hemp and rubber. As previously 
mentioned, he continued also to collect specimens — 
there is a reference by Anthony Musgrave that he had 
obtained natural history specimens from private 
collectors — and it is also recalled that he made a 
prolonged study of stone-headed native clubs and 
accumulated a remarkable collection of them. 
So far as the natives were concerned, he main-
tained the excellent reputation which Francis Winter, 
one-time Chief Judicial Officer in British New Guinea, 
had included in a memorandum about 1906, when he 
wrote: 
"In my humble opinion Mr. English, in my time, 
was the best "natives" officer in British New 
Guinea. Other officers could make the natives fear 
and obey them, but they could not gain their con-
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fidence and good-will like Mr. English could. He did 
not lose his temper with natives. He had studied 
their superstitions, their customs, and their modes 
of thought. He was a good interpreter. He was not 
simply a mere mechanised translator. He made sure 
that the witness had clearly understood a question 
and that he, the interpreter, had fully comprehended 
what the witness meant to convey by his answer, 
before he interpreted that answer to the Court. And 
he was always ready to proffer to the Court any 
information that would enable the Court to under-
stand the significance of any native peculiarity . . . " 
Tribute to English's Work 
On June 30, 1933, the "Papuan Courier" in an 
article headed "The Jubilee of Mr. A. C. English in The 
Territory" said: 
"Just 50 years ago, to be exact on June 23, 1883, a 
very young man landed at Kerapuna on the coast of 
British New Guinea to collect natural history speci-
mens. To-day, that young man (still young in vigour 
and intellect and his keen interest in life) lives at Rigo, 
a few miles from his first landing place," and after a 
further column of praise ended by saying: 
"Mr. English married Miss Skelly, a sister-in-law of 
Mr. R. W. Bramell, formerly Commissioner for Native 
Affairs, and he has two daughters and a son who are 
living with him at Rigo. He was 70 years of age in 
April last, and we hope to be able to congratulate him 
on many subsequent anniversaries of his plunge into 
the wild land of New Guinea. We are sure that looking 
back over the pageant of his life that he does not 
regret that plunge. After all it brought him the best 
thing in life — many good friends." . . . The son men-
tioned was Louis English and his daughters were 
Marjorie (Mrs. Derbidge) and Mrs. F. B. Godson. 
On November 14, 1938, the Women's Supplement 
of the Sydney Morning Herald published a lengthy 
article headed "Girl Manager of Native Trading Posts" 
. . . "From Sydney College to Papuan Village" . . . to 
record how Miss Marjorie English (now Mrs. C. H. 
Derbidge, of "Mallaraba," Bilinga, Gold Coast, (Qld.)) 
had gone from college to take control of the four 
trading stations of the family in Papua, and was 
managing them and handling native labour with a 
degree of success envied by many men, who, even after 
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several years in Papua, still experience difficulties in 
their dealings with the Papuan 'boy.' Miss English is 
equally at home in skippering the motor boat which 
carries her the 32 miles between Port Moresby and 
Rigo . . . as she is at social functions in either Port 
Moresby or Sydney . . . Before the launch was pur-
chased, Miss English and her sister used to make the 
trip by canoe, sometimes a hazardous voyage along the 
coastline inside the broken reefs . . . " 
Recalling the fact that at that date Mr. A. C. 
English could look back on 56 years of experience and 
progress, it concluded that he "is perfectly happy to 
leave his chain of trading stations under the manage-
ment of his daughter." 
First White Women in Rigo 
But there were reefs ahead indeed. A. C. English 
had married Daisy Evelyn Skelly, who had spent 35 
years in Papua with him from her marriage on Decem-
ber 23, 1903, but on February 23, 1939, she died in 
Sydney, after some months of illness. She was the 
sister of Mr. E. C. Skelly of Samarai, and of Mrs. R. W. 
Bramell, and, when first she reached Papua as a bride, 
she, and the wife of a missionary, were the only white 
women in Rigo. She became the senior white woman 
in years of residence, devoted her efforts untiringly to 
assisting the natives, especially the women; and stead-
fastly set and maintained a high standard of required 
conduct which, as Rev. 0. C. J. Van said at her funeral, 
was the greatest memorial to her that there could be. 
Two years later, with the entry of Japan to the 
war, the white residents were hurriedly evacuated 
from Papua, in spite of the protests of many of them, 
and were not permitted to return even when the 
Japanese assult on Australia had been held and 
defeated. As "Kaloa" of the Sydney "Bulletin" wrote 
sarcastically at that time in a tribute to A. C. English 
(illustrated by an excellent cartoon by Fri th) , Novem-
ber 15, 1944: 
"He was exported to Australia when the war broke 
out, like the rest of the residents, it being beyond 
comprehension of the official mind that a man who 
spoke Motuan like a second mother tongue and who 
knew Papua like the palm of his hand could possibly 
be of use in war. Just now, some of the new-fangled 
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bureaucrats refuse to allow him to return to his 
plantations though the enemy is hundreds of miles 
away." 
Mr. English had been greatly disappointed that 
his removal from Papua in 1942 had prevented his 
celebrating the 60th year since his arrival there on 
June 23, 1883, but early in 1945 he, at last, succeeded 
in obtaining permission to return. He was ready and 
eager to sail when, late in March, he fell ill with what 
proved to be a fatal malady and on May 10, 1945, he 
died in Sydney from a terminal pneumonia — Papua's 
oldest identity and most highly esteemed resident," as 
the "Pacific Islands Monthly" recorded in its Vol. XV 
No. 10, of May 17, 1945. 
If I may be permitted a passing comment, this 
note is penned, by coincidence, on May 10, 1961, the 
sixteenth anniversary of his death. May A. G. English 
rest in peace and honour, not forgotten by posterity. 
